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Trench Warfare



The Great War and the Defeat of 
the Central Powers



What do the First World War and the Paris Peace Conference 

have to do with Asia? 
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Troops from

Belgian Congo in

the First World War



German and Indian 
Troops in Beijing 

Suppressing the 

Boxer Rebellion, 1900



British India 1,500,000

British Commonwealth 1,300,000
(Canada, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa)

French Colonies 500,000
(West Africa, Madagascar, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, and Indo-China [present-day Vietnam, 

Laos, and Cambodia] )

Colonial Troops in the First World War



140,000 Chinese Laborers

Working for the French

and the British in the

First World War



Paris Peace Conference: Deciding the Fate of the World



Woodrow Wilson
President of the US (1913-1921)

“The Principle of Self-Determination”



The Origins of “Self-Determination”

• Lenin, “On the Right of Nations to Self-

Determination,” Prosveshchenie, no. 4-6, 1914





Countries mentioned by Wilson:

Russia, Belgium, France, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 

Ottoman Empire, and Poland.



Number of times “self-determination” is used in 

the speech: 0

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment 

of all colonial claims, based upon a strict observance of the 

principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty 

the interests of the populations concerned must have equal 

weight with the equitable claims of the government whose 

title is to be determined.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected

along clearly recognizable lines of nationality.

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the 

nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be 

accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development.



Self-Determination 
as an anti-colonial 

and anti-imperial 

struggle for 
national liberation.



Self-Determination 
as an anti-colonial 

and anti-imperial 
a specifically 

European struggle 

for national 
liberation

governance.





Manuel Quezon,
President of the 

Filipino Senate





May Fourth Movement, China
1919



Egyptian Revolution, 1919



March 1st Movement, Korea

1919





The Third International (Comintern)

Moscow, 1919





Nguyen Ai Quoc
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Nguyen Ai Quoc

Ho Chi Minh


