China’s Place in Global History
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1. Mongol Empire as a Global
Moment
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Ming reproduction of Zhou Lang EE[S, The Kingdom of the
Franks Submit a Horse {## H[S [ 1k 5 )

celebration of presentation of gift by papal envoy Giovanni
dei Marignolli (fl. 1338-53) to Yuan throne.

Dimensions: 30 cm in height, 134 cm in length

Held at Palace Museum, Beijing.
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Mongol Great Khan and Emperor of the Yuan

Toghan-Temur

Dynasty
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Mongol Great Khan and Emperor of the Yuan Dynasty

Toghan-Temur
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2. How the Early Ming Dynasty is
connected to the Mongol empire



Portrait of Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398, r. 1368-1398)
270 x 163.6 cm
Held at National Palace Museum, Taipei

Portrait of Zhu Yuanzhang

A Hongwu Emperor JitH B2
&/ Held at National Palace

Museum, Taipei
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Qara-Qorum
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Eurasia in Late 1300s
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Qara-goto (Black City F2 /K3, Western Inner Mongolia)
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Yuan seal dated Second Year of Xuanguang Reign (1372)
written in Phagspa script



Document dated Second Year of Xuanguang (1372)

Held at Hermitage, St.

excavated at Qara-Qoto.
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Portraits of Some Yuan Emperors
Taizu Founding Emperor (Chinggis Khan, r. 1206-1227)
Shizu (Qubilai Khan, r. 1260-1294)
Wenzong (Tug-Temdur, r. 1329-32)
Anonymous, Yuan Dynasty (1260-1368)
Album leaf, ink and colors on silk, 59.4 x 47 cm



3. Ming dynasty’s connections to
Eurasia
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Official Portrait of the Yongle Emperor (BHptHA

h. 220 cm/87 inches, w. 150 cm/60 inches.
Held at National Palace Museum, Taipei.
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Poland & Lithuania




A full-size model of a "middle-sized treasure boat" (63.25 m long)
of the Zheng He fleet at the Treasure Boat Shipyard site in

Nanjing. Build ca. 2005 from concrete, lined with wooden planks.
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Longjiang Shipyard VL), Nanjing, PRC.
The 2003 excavation revealed a shipyard that covered an area of over
66.7 hectares and had seven docks, three of which, measuring 400-5000

meters long, remain.
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Auspicious Qilin-
Giraffe and
Handler. 1414
Celebratory
Preface and Poem
by by Shen Du.

Held at National
Palace Museum,
Taipei.

Hanging scroll, ink
and colors on silk,
90.4 x 45 cm
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(1336-1405)



Royal Reception in a Landscape. Chinese envoys in red box.
right folio from the double frontispiece of a Shahnama (Book of Kings)
of Firdausi (Persian, about 940-1019 or 1025) (verso) 1444 (Cleveland

Museum of Art)



) ;‘. e ,
Royal Reception. From Shahnama (Book

of Kings) of Firdausi 1444 (Cleveland
Museum of Art)




4. How this relates to emerging
West European empires of 15t and
16t centuries



Portuguese and Spanish Trade Routes




Prince Henry the Navigator
(1394-1460)

From "Panel of the Prince"
(third panel of the St. Vincent
panels, usually dated c. 1470,
attributed to painter Nuno
Goncalves).

Polytriptych of St. Vincent in
the National Museum of
Ancient Art, Lisbon.



Andrea Mantegna (1431-
1506), Adoration of the
Magi

J. Paul Getty Museum

Blue and White
Porcelain
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Portuguese Carracks, early sixteenth century.

Attributed to either Gregodrio Lopes or Cornelis Antoniszoon, showing voyage of the
marriage party of Princess Beatrice of Portugal, Duchess of Savoy in 1521.

Frame: 986 mm x 1662 mm x 90 mm; Painting: 787 x 1447 mm

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London, Caird Collection



Columbia
River

Manila Galleon Route
Flow of Asian Trade Goods from Acapulco

Direction of Route




The Silver Mine at Potosi (ca. 1585). Anonymous Spanish
Watercolor on parchment
27.5x21.5cm
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Litography of Acapulco port in 1628, during the Viceroyalty of New Spain. Litog.
Ruffoni, 1628. 56x43 cm; 22x17
Courtesy of the Benson Latin American Collection, University of Texas at Austin.
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"Reception of the Manila Galleon by the Chamorro in the Ladrones Islands, ca. 1590"
English Translated Caption from the book "The Boxer Codex: Transcription and Translation of

an lllustrated Late Sixteenth-Century Spanish Manuscript Concerning the Geography, History
and Ethnography of the Pacific, South-east and East Asia" by George Bryan Souza and Jeffrey
Scott Turley.



Spanish silver coins
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Ming money: paper currency, copper coins, and silver ingots



Silver ingot weighing 50 taels (65 ounces).

Excavated from Jiangkou site, Pengshan, Sichuan Province /U )I]
22 1LV B K ik 3735t ik, Image from Sichuan Archeological
Institute.
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5. A few take-away points

1. Post-Mongol World
2. Eurasian networks
3. China is and always has been an integral part of global

history



