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Timeline

T T

c. 500-22 | BCE:Warring States Period

221-206 BCE: Qin Dynasty

206 BCE-9 CE:Western/Former Han

9-23 CE: Xin Dynasty (Wang Mang Interregnum)

25-220 CE: Eastern/Later Han

509-27 BCE: Roman Republic

27 BCE-235 CE: Principate (early imperial monarchy)
284-602/641 CE: Later Roman Empire

395 CE: Roman Empire divided into west and east

476/480 CE: Fall of the Western Roman Empire
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The Warring States of China
c. 260 BCE
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The First Emperor of Qin’s Terracotta Army

Qin Shi Huang
(r.221-210 BCE)



Liu Bang (Emperor Gaozu of Han)
(r.202-195 BCE)
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Han soldier terracotta figures




Rome's Italian Conquests
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Augustus
Julius Caesar (r.27 BCE-14 CE)

(100-44 BCE)



Commanderies (Prefectures, the Jun) of Qin Dynasty
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Tomb of the Marquis of Haihun (d. 59 BCE)
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VOTING ROMANS

PATRICIANS
8-10% of Rome
wealthy landowners
“ from old families

roots to the
founding of Rome

PLEBEgANs_ '
ovothe rest =
ordlnary Romans.

‘- farmers, soldiers, -~

shopkeepers, -
ﬁuﬂders, art:s!fns

GOVERNMENT OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

POPULAR ASSEMBLIES BRANCH

L1}
R el N

ROMAN SENATE
600 magistrates and ex—magistrates
served for life (could be expelled by censors)
governing and advisory assembly

controlled public: finances, state administration
and foreign affairs

2 CONSULS

COMITIA CENTURIATA

assembly of ALL citizens

(voters divided in “centuriae”,

groups of 100, according to wealth)
decided on war and-peace, passed laws,
- reviewed appeals- of capital convictions

~ elected senior magistrates

£

COMITIA POPULI TR]BUTA COMITIA PLEBIS TRIBUTA T
- assembly ‘of ALL cmzens subgroup of Comitia Populi- Tributa
(votérs divided in 35 “tribes” principal PLEBEAN voting assembly
accordmg‘ to geognaphlcal dlst:ict) called at least once a year,
5 conducted mmor* trials, - passed Ieglslatibn’(pleblscnes),
ed the -minor magistrates” tried judicial cases - <
heid_ legislative power - elected Tﬂbunes €r edlles

EXECUTIVE

elected for a one—year—term
commanded the army,
managed governance &
foreign affairs

- 2 CENSORS

“maintained the census

& conducted audlts

DICTATOR

ocassional position

appointed by the consuls

for a 6=month term ’

elected once every. 5 years -

(reglstered cmzens & propéi'ty)

JUDICAL BRANCH

8 PRAETORS e,
elected for a»one—year—-term ]
aw offlcers Er ClVIl admmlstrators

20 QUAESTORS ;
custodians of the state treasury,—;

10 TRIBUNI PLEBIS_

] plebenan, sacrosanct
" ~could “summon the- Senate,

propqsed Ieg15[aﬂon, %
- could veto acts of Const
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Expansion of Han Dynasty
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Embroidered carpets
from Xiongnu burials at Noin-Ula
(Ist century BCE-1st century CE)

Xiongnu plaques (2nd-Ist century BCE)
Metropolitan Museum of Art






Emperor Wu dispatching Zhang Qian,
depicted on a Tang Dynasty wall fresco in Dunhuang



Indian Ocean

Silk Road

Circa 1st century CE

Main route of Silk Road
Other caravan route




Begram Treasure

Humanities 29.4 (2008);
Metropolitan Museum of Art, “Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabu
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The Gathering of Kings (c. 650 CE)

Yarkand Malaysia Sri Lanka Korea (Silla) Persia
(Xinjiang)



| Map: George Tsiagalakis

Periplous of the
Erythraean Sea
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Epubpdg OaAdaoong

1st century AD

Beyond these places, the unexplored ocean
curves around towards the west and mingles
with the western sea

Beyond these places, the fierce winters
and great ice formations make travelling
hard, and by the powers of the gods,
these places are unexplored

== = = Periplous
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Coin with Roman ship
c.206-210 CE

Coin with Indian ship
2nd century CE



Yumen Pass, Dunhuang
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Textiles and gold camel

discovered in Xinjiang
(Han Period)

Zhongguo Lishi Bowuguan, Tianshan gudao dongxi feng: Xinjiang
Sichou zhi lu wenwu te ji (Zhongguo shehuikexue chubanshe, 2002).



Western Han wuzhu coin
and coin mold

Gold aureus of Marcus Aurelius, 161 CE




| Kushan Empire, assumed
largest expansion

- trade routes

*® Kashgar o main locations of Buddha's life
o Yarkand

Khotan
- y

Bilingual Sino-Kharosthi coin from Khotan
British Museum

Bay of
¢ Bengal
Map: Asia Society

Bilingual Greek-Kharosthi coin
of Kushan ruler Kujula Kadphises (c.50-90 CE)
American Numismatic Society



% Small maps:
@ 1= Fig. 2.1
S 2= Fig. 2.16

©, ¢ 3=Fig.7.1
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Roman Empire (Hadrianic,
first half of 2nd century CE)

Empire of Alexander the Great

Kushan territory (dark purple); disputed
maximum extent under Kanishka (light purple) B

Chinese Empire under . 2

== o — -

General map showing approximately the empires, territories and major cities mentioned in the volume along and around the Silk Roads (map by Berit Hildebrandt, with the kind
support of Kasper Gronlund Evers and Lillian Lan-ying Tseng, drawing: Sidsel Frisch).

Hildebrandt, B., ed., Silk: Trade and Exchange Along the Silk Roads
Between Rome and China in Antiquity (Oxbow Books, 2017).



Legend:
® Important Buddhist sites

B Heartland of Buddhism, Ganges valley, India
&th to 4th Century BCE

[\ Buddhist majority realm
Historical realm of Buddhist expansion
= Early Buddhist schools
- Mahayana
- Theravada
- Vajrayana-Tantric

Buddha wall painting
Kaladun Site no. 61, Khotan
c.220-420 CE

Zhongguo Lishi Bowuguan, Tianshan gudao dongxi feng: Xinjiang
Sichou zhi lu wenwu te ji (Zhongguo shehuikexue chubanshe, 2002).



Silk funerary banner
Mawangdui Tomb No. |
(Lady Dai’s Tomb)

2nd century BCE

Lady Dai and attendants
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Stone relief of mythical deities and creatures
Wu Liang Shrine
2nd century CE
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. Bibliotheque nationale de France

9th century CE depiction of Emperor Constantine’s dream
before the Battle of the Milvian Bridge (312 CE)
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Wall painting with Christian symbols
RomanVilla at Lullingstone, Kent
4th century CE




Warlords and Peasant Forces at the Beginning of Eastern Han

Xianbei

Han Sui, Ma Teng ~

Dong Zhuo, Li Jue, Guo Si
Qiang Changian ®

Zhang Xiu
Zhang Lu R
Nanya

ﬁanzhong

Chengd!
@enu

Liu Zhang

Southern Barbarians

Shi Xie

c. 190 CE
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Emperors of the Third Century CE Cirisis Migrations of the Later Roman Empire



Stele for Magistrate Jing Yun (173 CE) Column of Marcus Aurelius (193 CE)
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