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Han Empire Roman Empire

c. 500-221 BCE: Warring States Period 509-27 BCE: Roman Republic

221-206 BCE: Qin Dynasty 27 BCE-235 CE: Principate (early imperial monarchy)

206 BCE-9 CE: Western/Former Han 284-602/641 CE: Later Roman Empire

9-23 CE: Xin Dynasty (Wang Mang Interregnum) 395 CE: Roman Empire divided into west and east

25-220 CE: Eastern/Later Han 476/480 CE: Fall of the Western Roman Empire

Timeline



The Roman Empire at Its Height, c. 117 CE



The Han Empire at Its Height, c. 100 BCE



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:EN-WarringStatesAll260BCE.jpg



Qin Shi Huang 
(r. 221-210 BCE)

The First Emperor of Qin’s Terracotta Army



Liu Bang (Emperor Gaozu of Han) 
(r. 202-195 BCE)

Han soldier terracotta figures





Julius Caesar 
(100-44 BCE)

Augustus
(r. 27 BCE-14 CE)



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Qin_Dynasty.png



Tomb of the Marquis of Haihun (d. 59 BCE)

Photos: Asian Archaeology (2019) 2: 73



Simeon Netchev



Map:  TheCollector.com



Emperor Wu 
(r. 141-87 BCE)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Han_Expansion.png



Embroidered carpets
from Xiongnu burials at Noin-Ula 
(1st century BCE-1st century CE)

Xiongnu plaques (2nd-1st century BCE)
Metropolitan Museum of Art



Map: Qiushufang



Emperor Wu dispatching Zhang Qian,
depicted on a Tang Dynasty wall fresco in Dunhuang



Map:  Kaidor



Humanities 29.4 (2008);

Metropolitan Museum of Art, “Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabul.”

Begram Treasure



Yarkand 
(Xinjiang)

Malaysia Sri Lanka Korea (Silla) Persia

The Gathering of Kings (c. 650 CE)



Map: George Tsiagalakis

Coin with Roman ship
c. 206-210 CE

Coin with Indian ship
2nd century CE



Photo: Jun Jin Luo

Textiles and gold camel 
discovered in Xinjiang 
(Han Period)

Zhongguo Lishi Bowuguan, Tianshan gudao dongxi feng: Xinjiang

Sichou zhi lu wenwu te ji (Zhongguo shehuikexue chubanshe, 2002).

Yumen Pass, Dunhuang



Silver denarius of Augustus, 15-13 BCE

Gold aureus of Marcus Aurelius, 161 CE
Western Han wuzhu coin

and coin mold

Western Han banliang coin



Bilingual Sino-Kharosthi coin from Khotan
British Museum 

Bilingual Greek-Kharosthi coin
of Kushan ruler Kujula Kadphises (c. 50-90 CE) 

American Numismatic Society

Map: Asia Society



Hildebrandt, B., ed., Silk: Trade and Exchange Along the Silk Roads 

Between Rome and China in Antiquity (Oxbow Books, 2017).



Map: Gunawan Kartapranata

Buddha wall painting
Kaladun Site no. 61, Khotan

c. 220-420 CE

Zhongguo Lishi Bowuguan, Tianshan gudao dongxi feng: Xinjiang

Sichou zhi lu wenwu te ji (Zhongguo shehuikexue chubanshe, 2002).



Silk funerary banner
Mawangdui Tomb No. 1 
(Lady Dai’s Tomb)
2nd century BCE

Lady Dai and attendants

Stone relief of mythical deities and creatures
Wu Liang Shrine
2nd century CE



Bibliothèque nationale de France

9th century CE depiction of Emperor Constantine’s dream 
before the Battle of the Milvian Bridge (312 CE)

© The Trustees of the British Museum

Wall painting with Christian symbols
Roman Villa at Lullingstone, Kent

4th century CE



Maps: SY
c. 25 CE c. 190 CE



Map: Vox

Emperors of the Third Century CE Crisis Migrations of the Later Roman Empire



Stele for Magistrate Jing Yun (173 CE) Column of Marcus Aurelius (193 CE)
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