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Talk Outline

* When, Where, and What is Medieval Japan

* Medieval Japan and the World

* Problems for Teaching Medieval Japan

* Recent Developments in Knowledge about Medieval Japan
* Major Works and (relatively) New Translations



When, Where, and What iIs
Medieval Japan



Japanese Historical Periods
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Japanese Historical Periods

* Medieval Period (1185-1600;
capitals in Kamakura and
Kyoto)

« Kamakura period (1185-1333)

 Kenmu Restoration (1333-1336)

* Northern/Southern Courts Period
(1336-1392)

e Muromachi Period (1336-1573)
* Sengoku Period (c. 1467-1573)

* Azuchi-Momoyama Period
(1573-1603)

NANBU
Prominent clans

Other clans

(NAGAO) Original clan name

NAGS, MOGAMI
AMAGO UESUGI DATE
ASAKURA ASHINA
RYUZOJI MOR! AZAI TAKEDA
SATAKE
OTOMO ODA e
MIYOSHI
TOKUGAWA
CHOSOKAME (MATSUDAIRA)
SHIMAZU
Japan, 1570



Characteristics of Medieval Japan

* Military governments (jito and
shugo)

The Kamakura
Bakutu

Foreword by Takeuchi Rizo
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Jeffrey Mass, Stanford U. Press, 1976



Characteristics of Medieval Japan

* New schools of Buddhism
 Pure land Buddhism
 Nichiren Buddhism L

] Nishi-honganji temple,
 /en Buddhism Kyoto

Statue of Shinran
New York



Characteristics of Medieval Japan

* New arts and aesthetics
e Classical aesthetics

Shogun (fictional 16th cen.)
FX, 2024



Characteristics of Medieval Japan

e New arts and aesthetics

 Wabi-sabi

Oribe Teabowl,1600-1610, glazed stoneware, 6.3 x 11.3 x 13.5 cm, Princeton
University Art Museum purchase, Fowler McCormick, Class of 1921, Fund, and gift
of the Department of Art and Archaeology in honor of Andrew Watsky, P.Y. and
Kinmay W. Tang Professor of Chinese and Japanese Art, upon the occasion of his
retirement from the University; Photo courtesy of Princeton University Art Museum



Characteristics of Medieval Japan

e New arts and aesthetics

* Tea ceremony (+ikebana)




Characteristics of Medieval Japan

e New arts and aesthetics

e Noh theatre




Characteristics of Medieval Japan

e New arts and aesthetics

e Shoin architecture



Medieval Japan and the world

* Religious travel

Eisai, visits China1187-1191
*brings back tea



R Y S
.k%t?@%ﬁ&?ﬂ,

o k;@ﬁnam. ¢

.,
LSE S A

of e

dsfedravr e
v eSSk g

WS ,\&;&;&%@tﬁ%

« &.agw.
“ded
Lo R e e

ERUR. XVRUBCH, STRER . SRS
i T AR e Oy

(UG oy ey

W W T4 BDewads e

| Japan and the world

leva

Med

invasions

* Mongol

FeilE ale v WWE S
WY E X T et VR
hE et ey

$YE S i g X9
%ﬁﬁﬁ%i,?,\ﬁ\ﬂzm
LRV F g _
w4 B o C e

W ol 4 Az @

Letter from Kublai Khan

Todaiji, Nara

https://digital.princeton.edu/mongol-invasions/index.php



Medieval Japan and the world

Religious travel

Mongol invasions
Christianity

Japanese missions to Rome
Invasion of Korea

Banner of Amakusa Shiro, Shimbara Rebellion, 1637



Medieval Japan and the world

* Japanese missions to Rome

N Hasekura Tsunenaga in Rome, 1615
Japanese Embassy with Pope Gregory, 1585



Medieval Japan and the world

* Invasion of Korea
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Problems for Teaching Medieval
Japan

The Feudalism Problem — The Samurai Problem — The Bushido Problem



Problems for Teaching Medieval Japan

* The feudalism problem

Japan, with its purely feudal organization (rein
feudalen Organisation) of landed property and its
developed petite culture, gives a much truer
picture of the European middle ages than our
own history books, dictated as these are, for the
most part, by bourgeois prejudices.

Karl Marx, Capital

Hall, John Whitney. “Feudalism in Japan: A
Reassessment.” Comparative Studies in Society
and History, vol. 5, no. 1 (1962), 15-51

Friday, Karl. “The Futile Paradigm: In Quest of
Feudalism in Early Medieval Japan.” History
Compass, vol. 8, no. 2 (2010), 179-196.



Problems for Teaching Medieval Japan

* The samurai problem

T_b'iyc. Agua de aloun profundo, o
- emanfo de rio, que efla turbia
* porno correr mucho.

Saburai, Hida!go , o hombye hon-
tado.

Siburai, 8, 8ta. Ser, aver, &c . S.
‘Siburaidocore. Sala delantera don-
’f\‘.i*tfp{‘ra la gente noble antes de
ﬁmﬁar la {ala mterior.

-

1630 Spanish translation of
1603 Nippo Jisho

Sakawa Hansui, “The Four Professions”
19t cen.




Problems for Teaching Medieval Japan

BUSHIDO

Inazo Nitobe

* The bushido problem

= DVYoulube

"~ Samurai
MUSUI'S StOry: The " APl \;\ t‘/s <
Autobiography of a VA i
Tokugawa Samurai

Tr. Teruko Craig
(U. Arizona, 1988)

1899 book by Nitobe Inazo
@ o CED 7|5 (S (@ te



Recent Developments

* Spread of Buddhism

Bryan D. Lowe: "A Temple
in Every Village?
Buddhism’s Spread in
Seventh- through Ninth-
Century Japan"

Date
Tuesday March 12th 2024, 5:00PM

Event Sponsor
The Ho Center for Buddhist Studies

Location
Stanford East Asian Library, Room 224

There were only 46 temples in Japan in 624. In 838, the Japanese monk Ensai told a Chinese official there were 3,700
monasteries and many convents as well. Was this a reasonable claim? Had Japan really gone from having almost no temples
and all of them standing in the capital region to the equivalent of a temple in every village in roughly two centuries? In this
presentation, | will argue that while every village may not have had its own temple, it is likely that most people in ninth-century
Japan would have been able to walk to a humble place of worship to pray before a Buddhist image and listen to a traveling
preacher. My presentation will begin by assessing Ensai’s assertion and will then outline three phases of temple construction
that resulted in Buddhism penetrating village life, even in remote provinces. In short, | will tell the story of how Buddhism
spread in Japan.



Recent Developments

* Women

REWRITING
MEDIEVAL
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Recent Developments

Spread of Buddhism

* Women
* Occupations of “peasants”

Sources

‘ﬁ\"@f&\ ¥

2012 book by Amino Yoshihiko



Recent Developments

e Sources

B 5L SX333

Rokuhara site
Discovered 05/2019



Major Works and (relatively) New Translations

* Tyler, Royall trans. (2014) The * Miraldo, John, Thomas Kasulis,

Tale of the Heike. Penguin. and James Heisig. (2011).
Japanese Philosophy: A
Sourcebook. University of
Hawali’i Press.

* Shirane, Haruo, ed. (2006).
Traditional Japanese Literature:
An Anthology, Beginnings to
1600. Columbia University
Press.

* McKinney, Meredith. (2013).
Essays in Idleness and Hojoki.
Penguin.
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