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Give you a sense of these stories’ content.

. A quick history of the major collections.

A discussion of the first story in the first important collection.
How to read and teach other stories.

How to read a GENRE.
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The Sanyan (“Three Words”):
Three collections published 1n the 1620s
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These first are extremely heterogeneous.
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Stories to Awaken the World

This one feels more uniform.



‘%?;W, S5
i Stories Old and New

A MING DYNASTY COLLEGTION

U

R

Stortes to Awaken the World

Nonetheless, they share a lot.
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How to we
understand
pre—modern
China’s
pervasive
silence
around all
commercial
activities?




Publications on urban pleasures




Turning an
o00-chapter
book into an
S0—chapter
one




Vernacular
fiction 1s
always
written under
a pseudonym.




What 1s a
huaben like?




Karma: the
1dea that
actions have
consequences
and that comes
to mean
pervasive
moral justice.




“Jiang Xingge Reencounters His Pearl Shirt”

Jiang Xingge, a well-to-do traveling merchant with an heirloom pearl shirt.
Wang Sangiao, his wife.

Granny Xue, a go-between.

Chen Dalang, her lover, also a traveling merchant.

Ms Ping, Chen Dalang’s wife.

Magistrate Wu, a tancy official and Wang Sanqgiao’s second husband.




Chen Dalang sees Wang
Sangiao for the first time.
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How to analyze this story?




One of the Neo—Confucian
Masters was asked whether
a woman who had no other
source of support should
remarry.




One of the Neo-
Confucian Masters was
asked whether a woman
who had no other source
of support should
remarry.

His answer: To
starve to death is a
very small matter.
To lose one's
integrity, however,
IS @ very serious
matter.







Chen Dalang sees Wang
Sangiao for the first time.
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How to analyze this story?

1.Karma (a network of compensation);

2.What people are thinking.




How to analyze this story?

Closely analyze how the scenes
are composed.




The reunion of Sanqgiao and Xingge:

A moment later when they finished their tea, the county magistrate
invited him into the study in the inner quarters of the yamen and called forth
his concubine to greet the guest. This all too unexpected reunion was indeed
as unreal as a dream. Without a salute or a word, the two of them fell into a
tight embrace with loud sobs that were more heartrending than those ever
heard at the funeral of a father or a mother. Overcome with pity, the county
magistrate, who was standing on one side, said, “Please do not grieve so. I don't
think you look like brother and sister. Tell me the truth; I'll help you out.”

The two of them were so shaken by the violent shudders of weeping that
neither was r::ﬂd}' to sp-c*ak. However, under the COUNty mMagistrate s pressing
questions, Sangiao had no other choice but to fall on her knees to say, 1
deserve to die ten thousand times for my sins, tor this man is, in fact, my

ex-husband.”




What happens to
the huaben
afterwards?
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‘Thank vou!
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